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VA physicians to conduct medical dis-
ability examinations.

H.R. 1402, as amended, would also ex-
tend the requirement that VA provide
nursing home care to certain veterans,
extend the authority to provide treat-
ment and rehabilitation services for se-
riously mentally ill and homeless vet-
erans, and extend the authority of the
VA to provide housing assistance for
homeless veterans.

Finally, this bill would extend the
authority for two advisory commit-
tees—the Advisory Committee on
Homeless Veterans and the Advisory
Committee on Education—as well as
extend the authority for requirements
relating to the sale of vendee loans by
the VA.

Mr. Speaker, we have passed many
veterans bills out of the House this
year. It is my hope that some of these
bills will become law before the year is
out. I look forward to working with our
colleagues in the Senate to make sure
that we get this bill passed. The job at
hand today is to pass this extenders
bill, send it over to the Senate for
quick consideration, and get it to the
President’s desk before the end of the
year before the authority to continue
these vital programs lapses.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
one of the things that is necessary in
order to bring a piece of legislation
that has this many moving parts is
somebody who has been involved very
much in each of those pieces of legisla-
tion.

I yield such time as he may consume
to the gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
COFFMAN), chairman of the Oversight
and Investigations Subcommittee.

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, earlier
this year I introduced, along with Rep-
resentative MARK TAKANO, H.R. 1402,
the Veteran Paralympics Act, and I am
happy to see that this legislation is
now poised to pass the House floor
along with other important programs
for veterans.

My portion of this legislation will ex-
tend this joint program, operated by
the Department of Veterans Affairs
and the Olympic Committee, that
funds grants to adaptive sports pro-
grams for disabled veterans all across
our country.

Paralympic programs are adaptive
sports for physically disabled athletes,
and research has shown that
Paralympic sports and other forms of
physical activity are an impactful as-
pect for the successful rehabilitation
for these wounded warriors.

The Veterans Paralympics Act will
ensure that disabled veterans in local
communities throughout our country
will continue to have opportunities for
rehabilitation, stress relief, and higher
achievement through adaptive sports.
Currently, there are dozens of partner-
ship organizations in Colorado and over
300 nationwide that are helping our
veterans with their rehabilitation
through adaptive sports.
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During committee hearings, I dis-
cussed the Veterans Paralympics Act
with Charlie Huebner, the U.S. Olym-
pic Committee’s Paralympics chief. He
stated that this extension would help
more than 16,000 disabled veterans in
communities throughout America re-
ceive adaptive sports rehabilitation.

Mr. Huebner and I both emphatically
agree that participation in adaptive
sports and other athletic activities can
help speed the rehabilitation process
for disabled veterans, and this legisla-
tion, if passed, will ensure rehabilita-
tive opportunities for disabled veterans
in local communities throughout the
country. I am proud to lead this effort
to extend and support this important
program.

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. TAKANO).

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Maine, the ranking
member, for yielding me this time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to support
the Veterans Paralympic Act, a bipar-
tisan piece of legislation that would
extend the funding for adaptive sport
programs for disabled veterans.

Through the Department of Veterans
Affairs and the U.S. Olympic Com-
mittee, this joint program has provided
sports and other athletic activities
that help speed up the rehabilitation
process for our Nation’s heroes. By ex-
tending the funding through 2018, and
improving access to adaptive sports
programs, this legislation would pro-
vide the greatest opportunity for reha-
bilitation through sports our veterans
have ever had. The sacrifice of these
heroes is immeasurable, and I believe
that Congress should be doing all it can
to help their rehabilitation process.

I thank the gentleman from Colorado
(Mr. COFFMAN) for introducing this bill,
and I look forward to its passage.

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, at this
time I would like to yield 3 minutes to
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
NEGRETE MCLEOD).

Mrs. NEGRETE MCLEOD. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in support of H.R. 1402 that
extends VA housing programs for
homeless veterans.

The California district which I rep-
resent is home to over 20,000 veterans.
Like the Nation, homelessness among
veterans is a serious problem in my
district. It will take continued coordi-
nation between VA and local organiza-
tions to ensure that veterans are able
to take advantage of housing assist-
ance programs.

As a member of the House VA Sub-
committee on Health, in August of this
yvear I hosted a town hall with the VA
and local organizations. Over 200 vet-
erans attended and signed up for VA
veterans benefits for the very first
time. This is a great example of better
coordination in helping our veterans.

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to once again thank Chairman
MILLER for his collaborative effort in
bringing both of these bills before the
House today and his continued support
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to make sure that we do everything we
can to pass legislation that will help
our veterans. I also want to thank the
staffs on both the majority and the mi-
nority side for working so well to-
gether to get these bills before the
floor. I urge my colleagues to support
H.R. 1402, as amended.

I yield back the balance of my time.

O 1430

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I, too, urge my colleagues to support
H.R. 1402, as amended, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MIL-
LER) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 1402, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 30 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
O 1600
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. CHAFFETZ) at 4 p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 3521, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 1402, by the yeas and nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. The re-
maining electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 5-minute vote.

———

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS MAJOR MEDICAL FACIL-
ITY LEASE AUTHORIZATION ACT
OF 2013

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3521) to authorize Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs major med-
ical facility leases, and for other pur-
poses, as amended, on which the yeas
and nays were ordered.
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